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Disclaimer

Conference presentations are intended for educational purposes only 
and do not replace independent professional judgment. Statements of 
fact and opinions expressed are those of the participants individually 
and, unless expressly stated to the contrary, are not the opinion or 
position of the Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange, its 
cosponsors, or its committees. The Workgroup for Electronic Data 
Interchange does not endorse or approve, and assumes no 
responsibility for, the content, accuracy or completeness of the 
information presented.
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Speaker Information

Rick Geimer
• Chief Innovation Officer, Lantana Consulting Group

• Member of HL7 CDA Management Group

• Active member of several HL7 Work Groups:
• FHIR Infrastructure 

• Attachments 

• Structured Documents

• Co-editor of C-CDA and many other specifications

• Lead on the C-CDA on FHIR project
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Agenda

• LOINC in CDA/C-CDA Documents

• HL7 Attachments Implementation Guide

• C-CDA/RELMA Discrepancies

• Questions
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LOINC in CDA/C-CDA Documents

• CDA uses LOINC for 
• Document type codes

• Section codes

• Various observations (lab results, vital signs, etc.)

• Document type codes are most relevant for attachments

• The document type code in CDA specifies the particular kind of 
document (e.g. History and Physical, Discharge Summary, Progress 
Note)
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LOINC in Consolidated CDA (C-CDA)

• The C-CDA US Realm Header is required for all valid attachments

• Requires the use of LOINC codes where SCALE = DOC

• Structured documents
• Require specific LOINC codes or value sets cited in the C-CDA spec. 

• Found in the “Documents with Implementation Guide” tab in RELMA. 

• Unstructured Documents
• Found in the “Documents without Implementation Guide” tab in RELMA
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Attachments Implementation Guide (IG)
HL7 CDA Attachment Implementation Guide (IG):
• Exchange of C-CDA Based Documents, Release 1 

• Standard for Trial Use (STU)

• Released August 2017

The IG Documents:
• Approach 

• Background

- Structured/unstructured

- ISO Object Identifiers (OIDs)

- Base64 Encoding

- Document Succession 

• Classification using LOINC

• Business requirements 

• Rules (conformance requirements)
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HL7 Attachments IG – Classification using LOINC

• Overview of LOINC

• Use of LOINC in Identifying Documents
• LOINC Attachment Code Sets

• Use of LOINC in CDA Documents

• Requesting an Attachment

• Submitting an Attachment

• Navigating LOINC to Identify Valid Attachment Types

• Updating LOINC and the Attachment Document Type Codes
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CDA/RELMA Discrepancies

• Sometimes LOINC codes are 
deprecated after they are cited in 
C-CDA

• Deprecated LOINC codes do not 
appear in the HIPAA tab in RELMA

• Better coordination between 
Regenstrief and HL7 needed to 
address this issue

52521-2 not 
shown in 
RELMA
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Questions?


