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Are the standards immature, or just acting out?

We have accomplished much.
We have not achieved our goals.
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Standards & policy are not aligned

CDA was developed for incremental adoption 
starting with a low barrier to entry.

Policy on CDA adoption requires large scale 
adoption with a high barrier to entry  
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And it’s hard

Second column
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Analytics drive positive change

Patient safety: improving
Data-driven improvement

• Just beginning
• Standards-based – so far, really hard

Commerical population health is taking off
• Will overtake EMR in market size
• They use everything
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Standards & Policy Alignment

Where do we see good & growing alignment?
• LTPAC

- Not at the party for MU1, 2
- IMPACT Act addressing this
- Building on decades of structured assessments

• FHIR?
- Incremental approach to resource 

development
- Narrative documents should be part of 

DSTU2/CDAonFHIR
- Data governance a work in progress
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Take-aways

Assertions:
• Semantic cohesion is hard
• Low-hanging fruit is good

Questions:
• Is there a natural limit to the degree to 

which data can be standardized at the 
source without doing violence to 
meaning?

• Where do systems change, rather than 
data?

• How can we achieve better alignment 
between standards and policy? 
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Thank you!
• Liora.Alschuler@Lantanagroup.com
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